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Palmerston North City Council 
LTP SUBMISSION 2024 
 
 

GENERAL 

Sport Manawatū is a charitable trust that was established in 1987 and has grown from small beginnings to 
become a substantial provider of services and events benefiting the sporting and active recreation interests of 
the Manawatū, Horowhenua and Tararua communities. Our organisation has a long and proud history of 
supporting and delivering on local Council outcomes. Our headquarters is located in Palmerston North, in 
addition we have satellite offices based in Feilding, Dannevirke, and Levin.  
 
Sport Manawatū has a cohort of staff who are subject matter experts across a variety of areas. These include 
Green Prescription, Coaching, Creating Safe Sporting Environments, Healthy Active Learning, Active 
Recreation, and Play.  
 
Our team gather insights and data, as well as listen to the voice of the community to understand their needs, 
aspirations, and challenges. This information helps us to determine how we best respond to these needs in a 
responsive way that will work for them. Our experts work collectively and collaboratively with iwi, community 
groups, sports partners, health, and many others to further extend the support available across the city. In 
essence, Palmerston North City Council (PNCC) benefits from a team of people supporting the community in a 
range of activities and areas. 
 
Sport Manawatū has a vision of a community where everyone is physically active for life. Participation in play, 
active recreation, and sport is associated with improved health outcomes and education engagement, which 
supports more productive and engaged communities. 
 
PNCC plays a crucial role in the community's play, active recreation, and sport landscape, providing essential 
assets and funding opportunities that empower local participation in these activities. These investments are 
integral to the social fabric of our communities. 
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THE VALUE OF PLAY, ACTIVE RECREATION AND SPORT 

A recent report1 by Sport New Zealand evidences how play, active recreation, and sport  
support the four types of wellbeing that local government is expected to deliver (social, 
economic, environmental, and cultural). 
 

Social wellbeing 

Play, active recreation, and sport have the potential to develop important social skills,  
strengthen social networks, bring communities together, and curb antisocial behaviours. 
 
Evidence relating to the impact of play, active recreation, and sport on social wellbeing outcomes can 
be considered across four broad themes as follows: 

 Development of social skills 

 Strengthened social networks 

 Bringing communities together and increasing a sense of belonging 

 Improving pride and reducing antisocial behaviours in communities. 
 

Economic wellbeing 

The sport and recreation sector makes significant direct and indirect contributions to the New Zealand 
economy. 
 
Evidence relating to the impact of play, active recreation, and sport on economic wellbeing outcomes 
can be considered across five broad themes as follows: 

 Economic value generated for local communities and businesses 

 Employment of New Zealanders in the play, active recreation, and sport sector 

 Productivity gains as a result of physical activity 

 Savings for communities as a result of the volunteer workforce 

 Economic impact of major events. 
 

Environmental wellbeing 

Provision of green space for play, sport, and active recreation, and infrastructure for active 
transportation, can support the achievement of environmental and community wellbeing outcomes. 
 
Evidence relating to the impact of play, active recreation, and sport on environmental wellbeing 
outcomes can be considered across four broad themes as follows: 

 Creation of pro-environmental attitudes and behaviours 

 Creation of more environmentally friendly urban environments 

 
1 The Value of Play, Active Recreation and Sport for Local Government (https://sportnz.org.nz/resources/the-value-of-play-active-recreation-and-sport-
for-local-government/) 
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 Reduced emissions from active transport 

 Improved mental wellbeing from being active in natural environments. 
 

Cultural wellbeing 

Participation in play, active recreation, and sport can strengthen feelings of identity 
and culture and feelings of belonging within and across cultures. 
 
Evidence relating to the impact of play, active recreation, and sport on cultural wellbeing outcomes can 
be considered across two broad themes as follows: 

 Strengthened cultural ties from participation in play, active recreation, and sport 

 Increased wellbeing from participating in culturally relevant physical activity 
 

Health and Skill Development 

In addition, participation in play, active recreation, and sport is associated with improved health 
outcomes and education engagement, which supports more productive and engaged communities. 
 
Play, active recreation, and sport also support other wellbeing outcomes that are beneficial to local 
authorities and the wellbeing of their communities such as improved health and education outcomes. 
For example: 

 Participation in sport and active recreation can decrease rates of mental health conditions such 
as depression and anxiety and non-communicable disease (cancer, heart disease, type 2 
diabetes) and improve life expectancy. 

 A New Zealand study found that those people who met the global physical activity 
recommendations had 51% higher odds of having healthy mental wellbeing. 

 In 2019 in New Zealand, $9.02 billion return could be attributed to health outcomes as a result 
of participation in play, active recreation, and sport2. This includes better quality of life and 
increased life expectancy and prevention of diseases attributable to physical inactivity. 

 Engagement in play has been shown to improve executive functioning, language, early math 
skills, physical development and health, and enhanced sense of self control. 

 The New Zealand Sport in Education programme found using sport as a context for learning 
and engagement in schools resulted in improved attendance rates, decreased behaviour 
incidents, higher retention rates, increased engagement levels and task or assignment 
completion, and improved NCEA results. 

 Participation in sport has been linked with greater employability in graduates. This correlation 
is stronger for those who volunteer. 

 84% of respondents to a Value of Sport survey agreed that many essential life skills are learned 
playing sport. 

 Participation in sport and active recreation can decrease rates of mental health conditions such 

 
2 The Economic Value of Sport and Active Recreation 2023, https://sportnz.org.nz/resources/the-economic-value-of-sport-and-active-
recreation-2023/ 
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as depression and anxiety and non-communicable disease (cancer, heart 
disease, type 2 diabetes) and improve life expectancy. 

 

 

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT 

PNCC plays a crucial role in the community's play, active recreation, and sport landscape, providing essential 
facilities and funding opportunities that empower local participation in these activities. These investments are 
integral to the social fabric of our communities. 
 
To deliver the best for the city, we acknowledge that PNCC decisions are underpinned by the various plans and 
policies which are developed to enable effective decision making.  
 
PNCC is clear in its direction for the City with a strong vision of small city benefits, big city ambition. 
Underpinning this are four goals: 

Whāinga 1:  He tāone auaha, he tāone tiputipu Goal 1:  An innovative and growing city  
Whāinga 2: He tāone whakaihiihi tapatapahi ana Goal 2: A creative and exciting city 
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Whāinga 3:  He hapori tūhnohono, he hapori hauaru Goal 3: A connected and safe 
community  
Whainga 4: He tāone toitū, he tāone manawaroa Goal 4: A sustainable and resilient city 

 

 
In its LTP Consultation Document, PNCC acknowledges that trying to plan for ten years is 
hard at the best of times. Striking a balance between meeting all of the new legal 
requirements, maintaining our infrastructure, and continuing to look after the needs of the community is 
challenging. 
 
We recognise this challenge and would like to strongly signal the relevancy of how a focus on play, active 
recreation and sport for residents positively impacts the wellbeing of communities and supports the 
achievement of a broad range of local government priorities and outcomes. 
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LTP CONSULTATION DOCUMENT 

Where we align 
 Play Policy 

We commend PNCC for being a leading play advocate figure across the region with 
the Play Policy and implementation of the policy led by the Local Play Advisor over the past 18 months. 
We strongly encourage PNCC to continue to value this position with the positive impact on the 
wellbeing of the diverse range of community these Play outcomes have had through being physically 
active, and the connections of community. 

 
 Housing 

We support PNCC’s commitment to developing housing across the district and encourage the 
consideration of the impacts of housing and zoning. It is crucial for PNCC to cultivate housing 
developments that consider the opportunities for play and the ability for people to be active through 
engagement with their environment. If building medium-density housing, then considering ways in 
which play and keeping people active could be integrated in other ways with backyards being obsolete.  
 
When designed to enable meaningful play and exploration, the built environment can improve social 
cohesion and reduce the incidence of anti-social behaviour. We also promote the consideration of 
allocated play spaces around new housing developments and accessibility to such spaces for 
surrounding neighbourhoods. The consideration of quality walkways and cycleways should also be 
considered ensuring people can walk or cycle using a connected network.  

 
 Active Transport 

We commend PNCC for the walkways and cycleways along the Awa. These shared inclusive pathways 
are an asset to the city and consistently used by the community and visitors. We thank PNCC for the 
investment into Cycle Skills development as an important element for building skills to support 
whānau to have increased confidence to use our cycleways and roads. This programme of work 
continues to contribute to the health and wellbeing of our community and supports children to learn 
how to ride a bike, where we hear feedback on the barriers being parent confidence, time, and resource 
to teach children how to ride. 
 
Walking and cycling are simple, cost-effective ways of being active. Walking is an essential part of all 
journeys. It is accessible and affordable, and socially equitable. Cycling is among the most efficient and 
sustainable means of transportation. Together, walking and cycling have economic, social, 
environmental and health benefits. Evidence shows that investments in policies that promote safe 
cycling and walking can play a crucial role in shaping health, mitigating climate change and improving 
the environment.  
 
In Palmerston North we have a flat gradient which supports these modes of transport; however, we 
lack a connected, safe cycling network to allow people to have the confidence to ride safely around the 
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city. We support investment into improving infrastructure to support a connected 
safe cycle network as well as walkways which are inclusive and connected. We also 
support the finalisation of the cycleway connection to Feilding.  

 
 New and Upgrading of community facilities 

Sport Manawatū would like to acknowledge the extensive leadership Rangitāne 
contributes to the play, active recreation and sport spaces to ensure that tikanga, kawa and 
manaakitanga is upheld in sports spaces. This has been particularly evident in the large National 
sporting events held at the Arena over the past year. This guidance ensures that mana whenua set the 
tone and expectation for events in our region and provides culturally safe space for participants to have 
a positive experience of our city and region.  
 
Central Energy Trust Arena 
Central Energy Trust (CET) Arena has been identified as the city’s main multi-purpose hub for organised 
community and semi-professional sport and recreation activities. It is marketed as the ‘sports capital of 
the region’ hosting regional and national secondary school sports tournaments. A measure of success 
identified in the Active Communities plan is increased use of Central Energy Trust Arena for community 
sport and recreation with a goal of at least 80% utilisation. 
 
Of the options for consideration, we support option one, and acknowledge that PNCC needs to 
prioritise the projects that will meet the needs and benefits of the majority and cannot fund every 
project. Our priority within the projects is Central Energy Trust as we believe it has the biggest impact 
with the largest number of people locally, regionally, and nationally. The ability to attract local, 
regional, and national events to Arena should not be taken for granted.  To remain competitive and to 
ensure the community can use this space we must maintain and improve the current facilities.  
 
As stated in the LTP consultation document, although PNCC pays for the upfront costs, there is a fee for 
usage which, unlike other builds, there is a dollar return on investment. The opportunity to make Arena 
more community inclusive and accessible is encouraged and Sport Manawatū will continue to work in 
partnership with PNCC to achieve this. 
 
We support the upgrade to CET Arena that is required to ensure a fit-for-purpose and future-proof 
facility is available for local user groups and the wider region ensuring that we are not reducing the 
number of courts available and allows for our growing population. In addition, our sport partners 
clearly state that upgrading current facilities such as Arena 5 and maintaining and improving playing 
fields is a priority for them rather than building new. Consideration should be given to the fee structure 
for sports codes who regularly use indoor facilities. Given the current climate and pressures that 
whānau and sport are under and the sinking lid policy for Class Four Gaming Funding – codes are 
experiencing multiple pressures on their ability to keep sport affordable with reduced funding sources.   
 
We recommend that PNCC continues to utilise He Rā Ki Tua (Spaces and Places Facility Framework) as 
stated in the Arena Masterplan, to evaluate needs and allocate resources to accommodate the ensuing 
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demand. In alignment with He Rā Ke Tua, there needs to be a focus on the 
development of multi-use facilities or hubs where a range of sport, recreation, play, 
education, social and other community infrastructure needs can be met. 
 
We want to continue to work in partnership with PNCC to ensure that CET Arena 
continues to be a community inclusive space. As it is the biggest facility in Palmerston 
North and attracts events of economic significance which contribute financially into 
the economy, we feel it is a good economic return on investment for PNCC.  
 
In addition, we recommend the inclusion of play spaces for unstructured play alongside sports fields and 
courts, as well as more accessible and inclusive facilities for all community. The casualisation of sport 
and recreation activities means there is a strong interest in indoor venues that are accessible for groups 
as well as individuals; and upgrading Arena facilities to include technology that can accommodate this 
would encourage more participants to be able to be active and play at their leisure. As the hub of the city, 
this would be widely utilised as all indoor sports in the region continue to invest in professional staff to 
develop and grow participation numbers. 
 
The utilisation of CET Arena is high for after school sports.  Balancing the commercial utilisation of 
Arena which we appreciate is needed to ensure that Arena is financially viable, does place pressure on 
community sport when they are moved from their scheduled playing times. The impact is that our 
rangatahi are playing late into the evening, sometimes as late as 10.30pm which increases well-being 
and safety concerns. There are also occasions where bookings from sports are made a year in advance 
and then cancelled due to commercial events, leaving tamariki and rangatahi unable to finish season.   
 
We would like to work with PNCC via the Arena Masterplan steering group to continue to support 
community sport needs and balance it against commercial utilisation.  To complement the current 
Arena Masterplan steering group, we would like to advocate for a sport and recreation community 
subgroup to ensure that there is a voice that connects in in a more formal way while we move from 
conceptual design into blue-print ready. Sport Manawatū can help facilitate this subgroup. 
 
As we know accommodation can be a challenging especially when multiples events are in town. We 
would like to advocate for the development of a Regional Events Strategic Advisory Group to support 
the coordination of all events across the region. This would ensure planning is comprehensive for 
accommodation, as well as other needs such as parking and security from across the region. We want 
all visitors to have a great experience when they come here so that they continue to come back.  
 
Artificial turf 
The needs assessment undertaken in 2020 clearly demonstrated a current need and demand for at 
least one additional artificial turf. Artificial turf has been proven in other centres and is seen as an 
efficient way of increasing training capacity.  
 
Feedback from our sporting sector on outdoor grounds and facilities is that there is a shortage of 
grounds that can be accessed and used when there are wet weather conditions or adverse weather 
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events. This is further compounded by the lack of lighting on grounds and fields 
which limits utilisation and causes scheduling challenges for our sports.  
 
Having multiuse turf as well as lighting will allow a range of sports to be able to 
access opportunities for training and playing for extended hours. Indoor sports can 
be played later into the evening as they are not impacted by weather or lighting 
conditions, whereas outdoor sports are affected particularly during winter where 
they are not able to access the grounds beyond 5-6pm which severely impinges on their ability to train 
and run their sports.  When considering putting turfs or maintaining grounds, drainage is important as 
well as future proofing and considering environmentally friendly options where feasible. 
 
We support the Massey turfs concept and approach. Where possible, we strongly encourage sports to 
seek commercial investment, especially where times are difficult fiscally. 
 
Aquatic Facilities 
We support the recommendations of the Aquatic Facilities Needs Assessment, including the 
development of partnerships with local schools and strongly support the feasibility study identified in 
the LTP that will investigate the development of facilities to help future-proof the needs of our 
community and aquatic sports. Sport Manawatū understands that this is a challenging time fiscally, 
and we look forward to working with you and aquatics to think about the future of aquatic facilities.  
 
Changing rooms 
We would like to strongly advocate for sports and the wider sector on the detrimental impact of old and 
outdated changing rooms on participation. We would like PNCC to give consideration to an improved 
and transparent maintenance programme for how to make changing room facilities more, multiuse 
modern, accessible and non-gender specific which will allow for greater utilisation and increased 
access to facilities.  
 
Preferred Hybrid Rating System 
In the expanded infographic detailing the percentage breakdown of ‘What your rates cover each week’ 
there is a strong feeling from the sport sector that play, recreation and sport are misrepresented in the 
rating system which states that Recreation and Play equates to the highest investment through the 
proposed system at $9.34 per week. We seek further clarity to understand the projects this investment 
funds and are directly related to people being active in the community through play, active recreation 
and sport or is this portfolio wider. If the portfolio is wider, we request that the title better reflects 
where the investment sits.   
 
Awapuni Community Library Hub and Te Pātikitiki Library 
In relation to the Awapuni Community Library Hub and Te Pātikitiki Library redevelopment we 
recommend that PNCC builds in play utilisation opportunities and Youth Development approaches to 
make it community inclusive and a multipurpose space. Libraries are a critical community hub that 
provide crucial social infrastructure through equitable access to empowering services. Play is a 
universal language and has been proven to help connect those from differing backgrounds. If designed 
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with playful spaces, the Awapuni community hub and Te Pātikitiki will provide a 
space that is accessible for the communities of Awapuni and Highbury to connect 
and play together. Through our work with Ara Taiohi and other providers, we understand that 
Youth Development approaches and co-design processes can be used in Libraries to 
have spaces that respond to and have good buy-in from local rangatahi (thereby 
providing positive inclusive use of space). We strongly recommend PNCC engage 
with whānau and rangatahi within Awapuni and Highbury in the development of 
these spaces. 
 
Multicultural Centre 
As a resettlement area, there is an opportunity to connect former refugees and migrants into the 
community through play, active recreation and sport that is culturally responsive. We support PNCC’s 
proposal to lease a facility in the city centre and recommend that consideration is given to a facility 
that encourages indoor and outdoor play, active recreation and sport. 

 
 

Where we differ 
You asked us to tell you what you think about the goals:  

 Inclusion of sport 
o In the current Creative and Liveable City strategy PNCC, we endorse and support the inclusion of play, 

active recreation, and sport.  

We recognise the importance of play and informal recreation alongside organised and formal sports 
opportunities. We want to continue to support our communities to be more active in whatever ways they 
choose. We will ensure that recreation planning is responsive to community needs and is a co-ordinated 
city approach. 

 
However, we note in the LTP Consultation document under Goal 2, there is only reference to play and 
active recreation. Our recommendation is to ensure sport is also included and referenced. 
 
Under Goal 3, the statement ‘The support they want to live healthy lives’ seems vague and open to 
interpretation. Is this about community led solutions? We suggest this statement is rewritten to be specific 
and clear.  
 
In line with our suggestion to include Sport into Goal 2 of the consultation document, we would strongly 
recommend the inclusion of the word Sport in the Mahere Rēhia, draft Recreation and Play plan. We 
appreciate and commend PNCC for including the Regional Sports Facilities Plan: He Rā Ki Tua to guide 
decision making on investment into sport and recreation facilities in the draft Recreation and play plan. 
 

 Urban design with a play lens 
o Playful cities and public spaces enable safe and stimulating interactions among communities within 

the built and natural environment. Playful urban design allows us to explore, discover and test 
boundaries while contributing to safer, more vibrant and connected cities and community. We 
challenge PNCC to include a play lens across all urban design, so that the district will have child-
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friendly housing, public play spaces, and easy and safe networks that are 
attractive to families and communities.  

 
 
 
Opportunities to consider 
 
 Recreation and Play Plan 

o It is clear PNCC has done a great job in providing a huge amount of quality playgrounds across the 
district. Where we see opportunity, is encouraging PNCC to look to the addition of free play options 
across play spaces by integrating such additions into its regular maintenance schedules of existing 
parks and playgrounds. This will allow for a variety of quality play opportunities that will allow the 
benefits of play to be accessible for all community. 

o We also challenge PNCC to look to partake in the assessment of equity of play opportunities across the 
city and prioritise these accordingly.  

o Extensive research by Sport NZ reiterates the value of Play, Active Recreation and Sport in creating 
happier, healthy and more connected communities. While Sport Manawatū is well connected to the 
PNCC Active Communities Plan, it is also important to draw the correlation of Play, Active Recreation 
to the Connected Communities Plan.  

o Our work across the recreation space and that with Rangatahi is directly linked to the spaces and 
places for positive opportunities to be active (which was reiterated in our Active Summer Youth 
Insights video). Sport Manawatū would encourage PNCC to ensure youth voice is captured as this plan 
is operationalised and understand the benefits of being active in relation to positive social and 
community connection to the spaces where rangatahi and whānau live and are active. 

 
 Waste Management and minimisation Plan 

o There is real opportunity for PNCC to lead the way with waste minimisation and play across the 
country. Done in a safe controlled manner, Loose Parts Play can offer solutions for the use of recycled 
products whilst giving children opportunities to utilise these in ways they see fit to practice life skills. 
PNCC could look to incorporated sustainable play elements into public spaces that provide play 
opportunities and education around being environmentally friendly simultaneously.  
 

 Active Communities Fund and SEPF  
o We congratulate PNCC on the impact that is being made to improve access and reduce barriers for 

whānau to participate in sport through the Active Communities Fund, this investment is providing 
tangible impact on the ability of whānau to actively recreate and play sport in our city. Additionally, 
the Sports Event Partnership Fund is creating substantial economic impact for our community as we 
are able to secure and host large national sports events.  
 
Financial pressures for whānau and groups to access play, recreation and sport opportunities is 
increasing. This impact will also continue to be felt at the elite sporting levels with the cost to 
represent our city at international sports events becoming more unaffordable. We would welcome 
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further collective conversations with PNCC and other groups to explore ways in 
which we could develop funding options for athletes representing our city 
internationally.  

 
 
We would like to acknowledge and commend the Palmerston North City Council for their 
open, transparent and inclusive approach to seeking feedback from the community.  
 
Finally, thank you for the opportunity in allowing us to make this submission on the Long Term Plan. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Kelly Shanks 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sport Manawatū 
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40 The Square – Te Marae o Hine 
Palmerston North 4410 
Ph: (06) 357 5349 

Feilding 
Makino Aquatic Centre 
Feilding 4702 
Ph: (06) 323 6900 

Tararua 
40 Denmark Street 
Dannevirke 4930 
Ph: (06) 374 4989 

Horowhenua 
Horowhenua District Council 
126 Oxford Street 
Levin 5510 
Ph: (06) 366 0999 

  

 

 



Long-Term Plan submission form

Submitted on 9 May 2024, 3:56PM

Receipt number 1133

Related form version 5

First name Dilan

Last name Raj

Organisation you represent Hockey Manawatu

Email gm@hockeymanawatu.org.nz

Phone

Your contact details

Do you want to speak to Council in support of your
submission?

Yes

Preferred hearing dates Wednesday 15 May:

Thursday 16 May:

Friday 17 May: 1.30pm to 5pm

How would you prefer to give your feedback? Via an online live video

Hearing

Which of these describes you? Business owner who pays commercial/industrial rates in Palmerston
North

Which option do you prefer? 1. Preferred option: Hybrid (a mixture of land and capital value)

Rates review questions

Are you submitting on behalf of an organisation which
regularly uses, or proposes to use, one of these facilities?

Yes

Community facilities questions
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Multicultural Centre: Lease space for multicultural
communities to use for activities, events and services

Do not support

Please tell us why you've selected this option, and any
feedback you'd like to provide about the Multicultural Centre
project

There are already existing spaces that are currently underutilised.

Pasifika Centre: Expand and refurbish existing building Prefer not to say

Te Pātikitiki Library: Expand and refurbish existing building Prefer not to say

Awapuni Community Library Hub: Build a new hub, which
includes expanded community space within a new library

Prefer not to say

Te Motu o Poutoa Anzac Park Prefer not to say

Central Energy Trust Arena: Replace Arena 5 and build new
turfs, toilets and changing blocks

Support as proposed

Which option do you prefer? 2. Only do the required seismic upgrades of these facilities in their
current locations

City centre transformation questions: seismic upgrades of landmark facilities

We’re proposing to increase the contributions for residential
development and decrease the non-residential fee to more
equitably distribute the cost of growth. Do you agree with this
change?

Don’t know / no opinion

We’re proposing to stop collecting development contributions
for growth costs associated with the Nature Calls wastewater
project, due to Council’s proposal to seek external funding for
the project. Do you agree with this change?

Don’t know / no opinion

We’re proposing to add the cost of interest from borrowing
that funds infrastructure growth into the calculation of
development contribution fees. Most other councils around
New Zealand already do this. Do you agree with this change?

Don’t know / no opinion

Do you agree that we shouldn’t charge a fee for non-residential
development that has no connection to the water or wastewater
network?

Don’t know / no opinion

Development contributions questions

Please share any additional feedback you’d like us to consider Twin Turfs - 6a Manawaroa Street

Turf 1 was last replaced around 2017/18, this would put it in line to be
replaced in 2027/28.
Turf 2 was last replaced around 2019/20, this would put it in line to be
replaced in 2029/30.
It is vital for Hockey Manawatu to ensure that these are done in a timely
manner to ensure that they do not deteriorate to a point which could

General comment areas
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become a health and safety issue. 

Work should begin soon on the Turf 1 replacement.  This will enable time
to work with current turf providers to identify the best solution for
Manawatu as the Federation of International Hockey move away from
water-based turfs.  This could provide long term savings with pipes and
water no longer required, as well as enabling Manawatu to be a leader in
New Zealand with the most recent international quality turf – potentially
attracting the national sides.

Additionally, PNCC should consider providing additional funds to ensure
the upkeep of Turf 2.  If this is done, it could be possible to extend the
life of this turf for a couple of years, which would spread the investment
in hockey more evenly across the 10 year plan.

Twin Turfs – Changing Rooms

The changing rooms at the Twin Turfs are old, dated, and simply are not
fit for purpose anymore.  The plumbing is causing significant issues
during peak times which is an ongoing expense which could be
eliminated with significant capital invest.

A focus needs to be put on privacy, and inclusion, as the current set-up
(both upstairs and down) largely caters for males and females.  With
only one (1) single toilet and one (1) single shower available.

This does not cater for our membership who identify as something other
than male and female.  While this is currently a small portion of our
membership, it does not provide a safe, welcoming and inclusive feel for
gender diverse hockey players.

Twin Turfs - Pavilion

Similar to the changing rooms, this is a dated building which is beginning
to have some major problems.  The switch board is at capacity, the hot
water cylinder recently burst requiring replacement, the lighting requires
an upgrade, and the ceiling is beginning to dip in places.

While acknowledging this is an HMI asset, a collaborative approach with
PNCC is required.  HMI cannot afford to commit to any significant
infrastructure projects until we understand PNCC’s plans with the
changing rooms and any impact this will have with the entire building.

Twin Turfs – Facilities Maintenance

Lawns, spraying, rubbish, grooming all contribute to a large maintenance
bill each year.  While we work with Council on some aspects (Lawns), is
there scope in the LTP to add permanent Council rubbish bins around a
Council facility that they are responsible to clear?

This could align with other bins in the vicinity, and free up costs for HMI
which could either;

Go towards offering more hockey/sport opportunities.  Or;
Ensure fees are kept as low as possible.
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Both options would help promote participation in sport, ensuring a
healthier community.

Twin Turfs – Storage Shed

PNNC currently have an old, wooden storage shed in the back corner of
the property.  The position and age of this building is a concern.  Due to
this, hockey gear has had to be stored in some of the changing rooms to
ensure it is not damaged due to the environment.

By investing in a bigger, weather-tight, storage shed would enable all
gear to be stored together and free up the changing rooms currently
occupied by the gear.

Massey – Infrastructure:

Massey, PNCC, and HMI embarked on a partnership to deliver a third
hockey turf for the Manawatu community.  While the project was meant
to include the turf, as well as changing rooms / toilets, the reality is that
after four years it is still only the turf.

Massey have acknowledged their responsibilities under the MoU, but the
financial situation has changed drastically since the project began.

PNCC’s position to date (“it’s Massey’s responsibility and not PNCC’s”)
is extremely disappointing.  This venture was meant to be a partnership
between three entities to help grow the sport in the region, and attract
national and international events.

The partnership between Massey and HMI is growing, and is in a
positive position.

HMI is working hard to secure meaningful fixtures including the 2024
National Hockey Championships, and potentially the Oceania Junior
World Cup Qualifiers.

However, the elephant in the room remains the lack of facilities and
PNCC’s dis-interest in engaging in meaningful conversations around how
to move this forward.

I am not sure that PNCC funding is the right option, but it needs to be a
topic on the table and assessed to ensure we are not overlooked for
future events due to the lack of appropriate facilities. 

Dilan Raj
Hockey Manawatu

How did you find out about our long-term plan? Council website
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Long-Term Plan submission form

Submitted on 9 May 2024, 3:54PM

Receipt number 1131

Related form version 5

First name Robert

Last name Gibb

Email

Phone

Your contact details

Do you want to speak to Council in support of your
submission?

Yes

Please let us know if you'd like a language interpreter No interpreter required

Preferred hearing dates Wednesday 15 May: 9am to 12.30pm, 1.30pm to 5pm

Thursday 16 May: 9am to 12.30pm, 1.30pm to 5pm

Friday 17 May:

How would you prefer to give your feedback? In person

Hearing

Which of these describes you? Ratepayer who lives in my home in the Palmerston North urban area

Rates review questions

Please share any feedback about our proposed plans for water
and how we will fund Nature Calls

The risks outlined here are all, what I would describe as Business As
Usual risks. By which I mean they are exactly the sort of risks that would
have been considered and assessed 20, 30 or 50 years ago. But one
thing has changed in that time that presents a massive future risk -
Climate Change. There is no way that Business As Usual is an
appropriate response to planning over the next 10 years. This is a deep
critisism that I have about the Long Term Plan as presented. I haven't
attempted to address any of the other questions, because the questions
posed, are all posed from the perspective that Busines As Usual is

General comment areas
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appropriate. That Climate Change is an existential risk to society, the
economy and indeed our very survival as a species should not be in
question. Once one accepts this as a reality, Business As Usual would
not be an option. Instead every planned project should be tested against
the question - is this project an appropriate response to the chanegs that
are urgently needed in the coming decade to address climate change? I
don't see an all pervading evidence of this throughout the LTP.

How did you find out about our long-term plan? Social media

Radio

City Councillor
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