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• We need to work with water instead of against it which has always been a fundament concept in 

RoM matauranga. In order to manage flooding risk, we need to begin now a strategy as to how we 

are going to manage stormwater in the existing parts of the City. We know for a fact there are 

highly vulnerable parts of our City where our priority population live, like Awapuni, Highbury, 

Takaro etc. that are at an unacceptable risk of flooding. We need to come up with an effective and 

integrated plan together to respond to this known risk.  

• We know that soon the value of the houses in these areas will decrease, they will be harder to 

insure, and they will in turn be harder to sell. This is a significant part of our community where 

many homes are likely to be already not insured, financial and other barriers are experienced on a 

daily basis. We are also concerned about the water quality in our urban waterways and the 

remaining indigenous habitats in areas like Hokowhitu which need looking after. Thus, we urge 

PNCC to set aside a budget to develop this plan with us as a te Tiriti partners. We need to be 

involved in the design, development and implementation of a stormwater strategy and collaborate 

on a holistic pathway that is going to look after our current citizens and those projected to live in 

the City over coming years.  

• In terms of the change in government direction, many of their poor policies that are beginning to 

permeate, however we remain committed to working with the PNCC to ensure the influence of this  

government remains minimal in how we drive our future locally, and in this regard, we remain 

desirous of working with PNCC inter alia to: 

o Ensure the new directions of “Local water done well” achieves the best benefits for our 

City; 

o The RMA amendments will enable a balanced approach to protection of our history and 

wahi tapū with commercial opportunities; 

o To CATERGORICALLY OPPOSE the loss of Māori Wards; and 

o To CATERGPRICALLY OPPOSE any legislation and/or policies that diminish the value of te 

Tiriti o Waitangi. Governments come and go, and we all know when this governments time 

in power comes to an end many of these backward thinking policies and legislation will be 

reversed. 
 

 
3. Our City’s Growth is Driving a lot of Work 

 

3.1 It is imperative that we continue to invest solidly in sound infrastructure and good housing as part of the 

Future Development Strategy, but we need to ensure all the parts of the jigsaw puzzle come together 

methodically and correctly.  

 

3.2 TMI remain committed to working in partnership with PNCC to help support the right pathways to develop 

and grow our infrastructure that is right: 

• For our environment; 

• Protects and enhances our waterways; 

• Creates business opportunities for Iwi, Māori and local businesses over prioritising out of town 

businesses; and  

• Creates employment pathways for our local community. 
 

3.3 We wish to continue to be part of Te Ūtanganui and ensure we get it right and do not make mistakes that 

will cost us unnecessarily along the way. 
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3.4 In terms of spatial planning, we really need to ensure the best stormwater strategy and implementation as 

much as possible, as this will either be the key to our success, or our failure and we do not want to see the 

latter to eventuate.   

 
3.5 We have together applied the Whānau Ora Framework SUCCESSFULLY to Kākātangiata and we wish to see 

it used as a further korowai over the development of Te Utanganui and mapping our future.  Those concepts 

are not just for Māori but meet the needs of all our community as they focus not just on cultural matters, 

but the wider social and wellbeing determinants, growing the economy and fostering all citizens to 

participate in our City in a meaningful and cohesive way. 

 
3.6 We remain fully committed to the continuation of the outstanding and forward-thinking work along the 

Awa, in terms of the Manawatū Awa Framework.  We need to be protecting and restoring all our waterways 

and biodiversity and this should not be at the expense of commercial and industrial developments.  

Developers must be made to account and protect the environment to counteract climate change and 

ensure we have a healthy environment for future generations.  
 

3.7 We must as a minimum when planting, be ensuring: 

• Native plantings to provide for our manu; 

• Maara Kai to contribute to food sovereignty; and 

• Rongoa planting to support alternative wellbeing pathways. 

 
 

4.  Waters Poses Our Biggest Challenge 
 

4.1 With the decision being made that Council will retain ownership of water assets, we need to have a clear 

investment pathway to maintain and replace water assets as and when necessary. 

 

4.2 TMI strongly signal that as te Tiriti partners, we wish to be involved in the early discussions and framing up 

of the Regional groupings that will be established and we expect a seat at the actual table.  We need to be 

involved at the outset in the development of any proposed models. We do not want to be shut out like this 

current government is seeking to do across a number of fronts sadly. 

 

4.3  It is imperative we do what it takes to ensure our drinking water remains in its most pure form.  Rangitāne 

o Manawatū settled here over 500 years ago, as our ancestors knew this area was a great food basket i.e., 

Te Taperenui o Whatonga.  We knew how good the water and resources were and we did what we needed 

to protect it, and this has remained for over 500 years to this day. 

 

4.4 We clearly see our duty extends to how we manage and use water and ensuring its protection from 

commercial charlatans who see it as opportunities to bottle it up and export it overseas. We must be 

involved in its monitoring and ongoing protection. 

 

4.5 We also see an integral role in the establishment of any wetland environments and to support the ongoing 

life and protection of our streams, some of which as we know are already in a very degraded state.  We 

cannot let any future developments continue to degrade our water environments. We must ensure 

regenerative strategies to protect them to support the life within and around them and so future 

generations can enjoy and fully experience them. 

 

4.6 In our view, PNCC needs to be invested in developing a strong and robust strategy and pathway in this 

space, as its going to have a massive impact on many of the outcomes sort in the LTP and the future of our 

City in general. 
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5. Nature Calls 
 

5.1 This has been another space we have successfully worked together as te Tiriti partners, looking at a range 

of options over a number of years to provide for our wastewater needs in the years to come. Because of 

this approach I am sure the consenting process will be a lot smoother. 

 

5.2 We remain resolute that we want all wastewater out of our Awa.  However, we know that this will not 

happen overnight, thus, we remain committed to continue working positively with Council to ensure the 

best possible wastewater outcome for our Awa, our whenua and our community. 

 

5.3 The wastewater must be treated to the highest standard possible and we know we are all committed to 

this approach.  We shall remain part of the decision-making process in this space to ensure where the 

consents we obtain are the best possible for our Awa.  We are happy to work with PNCC to support the 

funding of Nature Calls through a ‘special purpose vehicle’. 

 

6. We Want to be Able to Move People Around Efficiently and Safely. 
 

6.1 TMI is a 100% supportive of the ring road to redirect heavy traffic away from the City and residential streets, 

and we look forward to being involved in the pathway when that finally happens.  We support PNCC 

continuing to get this as a priority within Waka Kotahi Plans and will advocate for this as well. 

 

6.2 We remain committed to ensuring PNITI achieves the best possible outcomes for our City to improve our 

transport network. 

 

6.3 In this space, we are supportive of: 

• Key street improvements; 

• The shared pathway network along the Awa and to Fielding; 

• More cycleways but not outcomes like at Featherston Street by McDonalds; 

• New roading; 

• A new bus hub; 

• Replacing bridges as necessary; and 

• Safety improvements as needed. 
 
 

7. We Want Everyone to Have a Place They Can Call Home 

7.1 We are very supportive of creating many more good homes in our City and in this regard, we make the 

following comments: 

• A structured approach is needed to housing development in the City to ensure we are not building 

in flood prone areas. We must not set up whanau to fail; 

• We need more Social Housing and we commend PNCC for entering this market but we feel PNCC 

could do more in making it more affordable with a variety of options, such as rent to buy pathways; 

• PNCC at the operational level, are creating unnecessary barriers, preventing the building of homes 

and as a result, some third parties may be looking to disinvest in Palmerston North which is totally 

unacceptable, considering how many people we have waiting on the social housing register; 

• We applaud PNCC for tackling head on homelessness with the proposed pilots to respond to 

homelessness.  However, we would like to see PNCC facilitate the coming together again of those 

agencies in the Social Housing space to see if collectively, we can explore initiatives to address this 

reality more meaningfully.  We could then also approach Central government to help such a 

pathway; 
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• We remain committed to working in partnership with PNCC on future housing developments in the 

City through our shared Whānau Ora framework which has shown clear benefits in such an 

approach; 

• We acknowledge that it can be a challenging space for PNCC to balance good housing needs with 

developer needs, protecting the environment and ensuring housing typology and density is a good 

mix; 

• We look forward to being part of the discussions around a median density zone in urban areas to 

give whānau more options; 

• We applaud PNCC looking at continuing to use PNCC land for housing options for our community 

but we must ensure not to lose key green spaces that can be adapted to stormwater retention; 

• We would like to see some smaller homes built such as two-bedroom homes which there is a 

shortage of, thus, PNCC encouraging more developers into that space; and 

• We also remain supportive of housing being considered in a wider cultural context such as fostering 

inter-generational living, shared spaces the community can have access to express their culture, 

such as hangi and umu spaces, more shared green spaces, spaces for our tamariki to play and thrive, 

spaces for our disabled community to enjoy, houses facing a certain way to meet other cultural 

needs and the such like. 

 

8. Keeping Rates Down 
 

8.1 We applaud PNCC for the approach they have taken to keep rates down and it’s clear the team have 

explored all the options available in their kete. 

 

8.2 We also applaud PNCC for looking at the system used to determine rates.  It’s clear a thorough analysis has 

been undertaken.  In particular, we agree with the four components of the rating system remaining 

unchanged as that is a fair approach. We agree with using a combination of land and capital value is a more 

equitable approach thus, WE SUPPORT THE HYBRID OPTION. 

 

9. We are Preparing Our Communities Facilities for Future Needs 

9.1 In general, we applaud the PNCC for the work they have undertaken to date, thinking well into the future 

what will be needed for our expanding and growing City.  It’s imperative that such a strategy supports 

connected communities to help those communities thrive and flourish for future generations. 

 

9.2 The more vulnerable parts of our community are often overlooked, and more affluent parts of our 

community get better prioritised for infrastructure development, greenspaces etc.  Thus, it was very 

pleasing to see the vulnerable parts of our community seriously considered for upgrades and expansion of 

key facilities that will support those communities for the next 100 years plus, that is visionary. 

 

9.3 Te Motu o Poutoa 

9.3.1 We are 110% behind this amazing and visionary initiative. The building of a Civic Marae and facility 

will be the jewel in the Crown of the Manawatū Awa framework journey we have been on together  

successfully for a number of years.  We are not naïve and know there are some who see this as just 

a Marae for Rangitāne and Māori in general. 

 

9.3.2 When we commenced the Awa Framework journey together, there were doubters challenging why 

the money was being spent, was it the best use of PNCC money, over say, investing in Social and 

Wellbeing opportunities.  The reality has inter alia been: 
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o The initiatives have supported health and wellbeing as the spaces are being enjoyed by 

whānau and their beloved pets; 

o A sense of pride has been created along the Awa and as a community, we are enjoying 

facing our Awa again; 

o The initiatives have clearly created massive tourism opportunities within our City, one just 

has to look at the 100,000 + people now utilising this area per annum; 

o He Ara Kotahi has opened up access to the other side of the Awa and connected that side 

of Palmerston North with the Central City.  People walk, run and bike along the many paths 

now; 

o There are so many other benefits that could be shared, people are making housing choices 

now based on access to these amenities; 

o The whole framework has been occurring in partnership with Rangitāne o Manawatū, 

ensuring the environment is protected, our cultural narrative is told, respectful application 

of mahi toi and other art forms, the bringing to light again of our Pā sites which nourishes 

all our community; and 

o The overall benefits are more measurable, tangible and intangible, are a clear 

manifestation of what tangata whenua and a Council can achieve for the benefits of its 

citizens and those manuhiri who come to experience and enjoy our City. 

9.3.3 Te Motu o Poutoa is going to be exactly the same.  It will be a space the whole community can use, 

connect with and be proud of.  It is not just a “Marae”, and it should not be viewed as that.  It will 

be a unique example of te Tiriti in action, but it will be the centre stage when the likes of dignitaries 

come into the City and when they leave, they will not forget their visit to Palmerston North and the 

Manaaki shown to them. 

 

9.3.4 It will be a space of learning and education by our citizens with the likes of school visits, interest 

group visits and the like.  It will be a space where people can enjoy a lunch and have one of the best 

views of our City.  For decades the space has been a place of illegal activities and now like the Awa, 

we are turning our minds back to acknowledging a space that has deep meaning for not only 

Rangitāne o Manawatū, but for our wider community as well.  Thus, let this initiative not be about 

race, but about Kotahitanga, about uniting everyone, bringing economic opportunities into the city, 

fostering tourism and the like. 

 

9.4 Awapuni Community Library Hub 

9.4.1 As a representative for Rangitāne o Manawatū, based in the heart of Awapuni, we are profoundly 

proud to see this in the PNCC LTP.  As many know, Awapuni has many social, wellbeing and 

economic issues but the people of Awapuni are proud and resilient.  The Hub will provide an 

amazing facility where our expanding and diverse community will be able to congregate.  It will 

cater for all ages, all disabilities and all cultures. 

 

9.4.2 We know from the activities at Te Hotu Manawa, that there are not enough facilities down this end 

of town to cater to the needs of our growing community.  The Hub will create a further sense of 

pride and ownership for our community thus, for our community, this Hub is a no brainer. 

 

9.5 We are also fully supportive of: 

• The Multi-Cultural Centre option proposed as our multi-cultural whānau who we share Palmerston 

North with, have a right to have a space they can congregate and express their various cultures in 

ways that matter to them; 
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• Te Pātikitiki Library is years overdue for a makeover and it’s in our 4412 Ora Konnect Community.  

Thus, for us it’s also a no brainer to support our Highbury whānau who whilst like Awapuni, face a 

variety of challenges, are staunch and proud to call themselves Highburians as they should be; 

• We are also extremely supportive of the Pasifika Centre expansion and refurbishment being 

proposed for our Pasifika brothers and sisters who have for many years, congregated in an out of 

date, not fit for purpose space; and 

• Finally, we whole heartedly support further work on the Central Trust Arena, which needs to be 

brought up to 21st century standards, especially as our City continues to grow and expand.  Citizens 

of Palmerston North should not have to go outside of our City for sporting, cultural and other events 

we could attract to our Region, which will also bring millions of dollars and other opportunities into 

our City 

 

9.6 To conclude, all these upgrades and builds are going to make massive differences to the functioning of our 

community, uplift users, meet their various cultural and disability needs, make Palmerston North a greater 

place to live, work, visit and play and most importantly, call home.  These are the right investments for our 

City and are true to our vision Smaller City with all the advantageous of a Big City.  So well done to Council 

for its foresight and vision and not doing these projects on the smell of an oily rag. 

 
    9.7 WE ARE CLEARLY SUPPORTIVE OF OPTON ONE.  LET’S NOT DILUTE THE DREAMS AND ASPIRATIONS OF OUR 

PEOPLE. 

 

10. Strengthening Some of our Favourite Facilities 

10.1 In order of priority, for us we support strengthening: 

(i) Crematorium – this is a must as every human being who chooses cremation must be 

honoured and the journey by whānau saying farewell to their loved ones, must be 

spiritually and physically compassionate; 

(ii) Wastewater Plant and Treatment Facility – this is necessary infrastructure that must be 

upgraded.  When recently visiting this space, it reminded us of something stuck together 

with glue and bubble gum.  It is no longer fit for purpose and with a growing City, we would 

be remiss as part of Nature Calls, not to do this mahi; 

(iii) Te Manawa and the Library go hand in glove for us and give effect to the culture of 

Palmerston North.  They are spaces our community enjoy on a regular basis and thus, the 

mahi needs to get done; 

(iv) Council offices are clearly in need of some work to ensure those who work there are safe 

and have a pleasant space to work in, as their work is for the benefit of our City; 

(v) Cacia Birch – we support this upgrade. 

 

10.2 If we can afford Option One, we support this option, but if say it would mean we would have to 

move away from say Option One of the work to the community facilities then we support Option 

Two. 
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11. Concluding Comments to PNCC LTP 

11.1 Once again, we acknowledge it’s a huge list of proposed activities, but we support big aspirations 

as they bring the biggest fruits, socially, culturally, educationally and economically and thus are 

Whanau Ora in action.  If we do not embark on these projects, we shall still be perceived as a dreary 

City to live in and visit. This LTP caters for everyone in our community, it’s about all of us, so well 

done Councillors and Officers, you have truly hit the nail on the head in the most positive way. 

 

11.2 Nothing in life is without risk and if we do not take risks, then the rewards are smaller.  We applaud 

PNCC for the consideration of the risks and we feel Council is seeking to mitigate them responsibly 

and carefully. 

 

11.3 To conclude, overall TMI as a representative body of the Rangitāne o Manawatū Nation are proud 

to be PNCC Tiriti partner and the work we have done together over recent years is testament to 

what a well understood Tiriti partnership is all about. Te Tiriti is an actual Treaty, as we know, it’s 

not about race, it’s about honouring two races and providing equitable opportunities for people. 

The Rangitāne o Manawatū Nation remain committed over generations to come to continue to 

work with our Councillors and their Officers for the betterment of the little Nation of Te Papaioea.  

 

Heoi anō rā 

 

 
D.P. Harris, O.N.Z.M, LLB, PGDipBusAdmin 
Chief Executive Officer 
 





Stewart arr ved and was greeted by ar k  rangat ra, Te rawanu
Ka mokopuna. 
Th s meet ng was s gn f cant for the c ty as t was from here that Te

rawanu  took Stewart to the c ear ng n the forest known as Papa oea
and suggested that th s was the s te best su ted for European
sett ement.
The Re at onsh p 
The re at onsh p from that t me between the Pa merston North C ty
Counc  has been strong and endur ng as nd cated by the Te Peet  Te
Awe Awe Memor a  n Te Marae o ne. The monument s the on y one
w th n the Manawatu reg on wh ch d rect y commemorates a h stor c
f gure.
In our recent h story PNCC has had two ongstand ng Counc ors of
Rang tāne be ng Tay or (Sam) M haere (1962  1979) and more recent y,
Yvonne Marsha .
The PNCC have had the Rang tāne o Manawatū Comm ttee n p ace for
severa  years and have had members of Rang tāne o Manawatū s tt ng
on var ous other Comm ttees of Counc .
Fo ow ng the creat on of the Māor  ward (Te Pūao Ward), we now have
two Counc ors of Rang tāne, Counc or Ro y F tzgera d and Deputy
Mayor, Debb e Marsha -Lobb.
Th s pr nc p e of partnersh p n act on s not new to us n our commun ty.
Tak ng the Re at onsh p to the next eve
For Te Motu o Poutoa to be co-managed by Counc  and Rang tāne as
partners fo ow ng the adopt on n 2019 of the Kawenata n Re at on to Te
Motu o Poutoa was just the beg nn ng of the next step.
The symbo sm of the two part es partner ng on th s s gn f cant s te to
both the c ty and the Iw  s notab e and demonstrab e of the essence of
who and what we are as a commun ty.
We have now spent some two years work ng together on p ann ng and
des gn of a proposed c v c fac ty wh ch nc udes a bu d ng to cater for a
var ety of uses  nc ud ng a café, meet ng rooms, shop and ga ery, w th
capac ty to host overn ght stays. It wou d be ava ab e for cu tura  and
c v c events, educat on and casua  drop- n v s ts. 
Everyone wou d be we come to th s p ace under the mana of Rang tāne o
Manawatū and PNCC.
The Pract ca t es
No one s advocat ng for th s project to be on any sort of fast track.
As proposed n the Long-Term P an 2024-34, the next coup e of years we
w  be work ng on the deta ed des gn. Th s s pr mar y funded from
exst ng government fund ng we've rece ved. At the same t me we w  be
ook ng for co-fund ng and know that hav ng the deta ed des gn w
prov de further nformat on potent a  co-funders w  be nterested n
c oser to construct on.
Important y construct on wou d not happen unt  externa  fund ng and
Rang tāne’s fund ng s conf rmed.
Conc us on
I ask that the Counc ors reta n th s proposed project as they ook
forward n the Long-Term P an 2024-34.
Subm tted by Ngaruma Mako Kara t ana
Great grandson of Te rawanu  Ka mokopuna
Cha r - Rang tāne o Manawatū Investment Trust

We’re proposing to increase the contributions for residential
development and decrease the non-residential fee to more
equitably distribute the cost of growth. Do you agree with this
change?

Yes

We’re proposing to stop collecting development contributions
for growth costs associated with the Nature Calls wastewater
project, due to Council’s proposal to seek external funding for
the project. Do you agree with this change?

Yes

Development contributions questions
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Submission on proposal for a Civic Marae at Te Motu o Poutoa 

SubmiƩer : Ngaruma Mako KaraiƟana 

The Site 

Te Motu o Poutoa is the most important historical, cultural and spiritual site of significance to 
Rangitāne o Manawatū. It was the earliest site occupied by Rangitāne when the first migraƟon 
arrived in the early 1500s. 

It was the site of the first European contact where Jack Duff arrived on the river in 1830. Importantly 
it was here that the surveyor John Tiffen Stewart arrived and was greeted by ariki rangaƟra, Te 
Hirawanui Kaimokopuna.  

This meeƟng was significant for the city as it was from here that Te Hirawanui took Stewart to the 
clearing in the forest known as Papaioea and suggested that this was the site best suited for 
European seƩlement. 

The RelaƟonship 

The relaƟonship from that Ɵme between the Palmerston North City Council has been strong and 
enduring as indicated by the Te PeeƟ Te Awe Awe Memorial in Te Marae o Hine. The monument is 
the only one within the Manawatu region which directly commemorates a historic figure. 

In our recent history PNCC has had two longstanding Councillors of Rangitāne being Taylor (Sam) 
Mihaere (1962 – 1979) and more recently, Yvonne Marshall. 

The PNCC have had the Rangitāne o Manawatū CommiƩee in place for several years and have had 
members of Rangitāne o Manawatū siƫng on various other CommiƩees of Council. 

Following the creaƟon of the Māori ward (Te Pūao Ward), we now have two Councillors of Rangitāne, 
Councillor Roly Fitzgerald and Deputy Mayor, Debbie Marshall-Lobb. 

This principle of partnership in acƟon is not new to us in our community. 

Taking the RelaƟonship to the next level 

For Te Motu o Poutoa to be co-managed by Council and Rangitāne as partners following the adopƟon 
in 2019 of the Kawenata in RelaƟon to Te Motu o Poutoa was just the beginning of the next step. 

The symbolism of the two parƟes partnering on this significant site to both the city and the Iwi is 
notable and demonstrable of the essence of who and what we are as a community. 

We have now spent some two years working together on planning and design of a proposed civic 
facility which includes a building to cater for a variety of uses – including a café, meeƟng rooms, shop 
and gallery, with capacity to host overnight stays. It would be available for cultural and civic events, 
educaƟon and casual drop-in visits.  

Everyone would be welcome to this place under the mana of Rangitāne o Manawatū and PNCC. 

The PracƟcaliƟes 

No one is advocaƟng for this project to be on any sort of fast track. 



 

As proposed in the Long-Term Plan 2024-34, the next couple of years we will be working on the 
detailed design. This is primarily funded from exisƟng government funding we've received. At the 
same Ɵme we will be looking for co-funding and know that having the detailed design will provide 
further informaƟon potenƟal co-funders will be interested in closer to construcƟon. 

Importantly construcƟon would not happen unƟl external funding and Rangitāne’s funding is 
confirmed. 

Conclusion 

I ask that the Councilors retain this proposed project as they look forward in the Long-Term Plan 
2024-34. 

SubmiƩed by  Ngaruma Mako KaraiƟana 

Great grandson of Te Hirawanui Kaimokopuna 

Chair - Rangitāne o Manawatū Investment Trust 










